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The Search for the Savior: Political Leadership in 
Post-Communist Romania

Alexandra Iancu, Sorina Soare, Claudiu Tufiș

 Introduction

The fall of communism in �omania ǂas marked by images of harsh ǁiolence, 
a phenomenon that occasionally resurfaced during the first decade of post-
communism ᄬGallagher ᇴᇲᇲᇷᄭᄙ �any accounts of the �omanian �eǁolution 
ᄬ�oper ᇴᇲᇲᇲ; Siani-Daǁis ᇴᇲᇲᇷᄭ haǁe emerged, and numerous scholars haǁe 
Ƽuestioned ǂhether it is conceptually justified to speak of a Revolution in a 
conteǃt characteriǅed by a miǃture of popular uprising and a coup originating 
ǂithin the communist regime itself ᄬ�erdery and �lingman ᇳᇻᇻᇴ; Petrescu ᇴᇲᇳᇲ; 
Gabanyi et� alᄙ ᇴᇲᇴᇲᄭᄙ 
n this regard, ǂe fully agree ǂith Bogdanᅷs ᄬᇴᇲᇳᇹᄘ ᇳᇲᇳᄭ 
analysis describing the December ᇳᇻᇺᇻ eǁents as contradictory, compleǃ, and 
bloody ǂith a rather narroǂ scopeᄘ ᅸ�hat the reǁolution of ᇳᇻᇺᇻ demonstrates 
is that the oǁerthroǂ and eǃecution of a dictator operating under the yoke of 
communist ideology does not amount to the death of communism, nor does it 
eǁen reƥƷect a break ǂith communist ideologyᄙᅺ

This interpretation becomes eǁen more compelling ǂhen considering the 
smooth continuity in political leadership epitomiǅed by 
on 
liescuᄙ 
rom the 
early days of post-communism, 
liescuᅷs political trajectory highlighted the 
blurred frontier betǂeen old and neǂ in shaping post-communist �omania 
ᄬ
onaˑcu ᇴᇲᇲᇺᄭᄙ Although he ǂas in disgrace ǂithin Nicolae �eauˑescuᅷs inner 
circle, he remained part of the communist regimeᅷs elite until the ǁery endᄙ 
�n December�ᇴᇴ, ᇳᇻᇺᇻ, he famously read the statement of the neǂly created 
�ouncil of the National Salǁation 
ront ᄬ�
SNᄭ, declaring its purpose to estab-
lish democracy, freedom, and dignity for the �omanian peopleᄙ Hoǂeǁer, from 
ᇳᇻᇻᇲ to the mid-ᇳᇻᇻᇲs, authoritarian practices remained preǁalentᄙ Beyond 
the occasional use of physical ǁiolence, the literature chronicled ǂidespread 
disdain for opposition and compromise, diffused nationalist rhetoric, and the 
stigmatiǅation of minorities as undesirable or unhealthy for the majority of 
�omanians ᄬStan ᇳᇻᇻᇷ; �ungiu-Pippidi ᇴᇲᇲᇴ; Gallagher ᇴᇲᇲᇷ; Preda ᇴᇲᇲᇷᄭᄙ 
�oreoǁer, there ǂere significant limitations on freedom of eǃpression and 
association, as ǂell as constraints on the system of priǁate propertyᄙ


rom the beginning, the compleǃities and contradictions in �omaniaᅷs 
transition to democracy echoed the enduring inƥƷuence of former communist 

The Search for the Savior

9783506791795_Hartlinski_text_proof-02.indb   1879783506791795_Hartlinski_text_proof-02.indb   187 11/08/2025   1:17:33 pm11/08/2025   1:17:33 pm



188 ѷ؟eؔثnؗؔإ Iؔnؖب, Soإinؔ Soؔإe, Cؗبؔ؟iب Ҋؙبi܆

elites in shaping the neǂ political landscapeᄙ 
rom December ᇳᇻᇺᇻ until the 
first alternation in poǂer in ᇳᇻᇻᇸ, 
on 
liescu and his close allies maintained 
an ambiguous stance regarding the communist pastᄙ They largely denounced 
the abuses of Nicolae �eauˑescu and his inner circle ǂhile carefully aǁoiding a 
total condemnation of the past or the implementation of lustration measures, 
such as the eighth point of the Timiˑoara Proclamationᄙ This proclamation, 
endorsed by ǁarious ciǁil society representatiǁes in �arch ᇳᇻᇻᇲ, called for a 
ten-year ban on all former nomenklatura and political police from holding 
public office, but it ǂas neǁer implementedᄙ

	Ƽually significant is that after the �omanian �ommunist Party ᄬP��ᄭ ǂas 
temporarily banned folloǂing large street demonstrations on �anuary�ᇳᇴ, ᇳᇻᇻᇲ, 
the ban ǂas annulled fiǁe days later ᄬõtefǓnescu ᇳᇻᇻᇷᄘ ᇶᇸᅬᇶᇹᄭᄙ The National 
Salǁation 
ront ᄬ
SNᄭ, led by 
liescu himself, informally benefited from the 
material and immaterial resources of the former P��ᄙ Stoica ᄬᇴᇲᇲᇶᄭ captures 
the essence of this Lampedusian change, Ƽuoting a successful entrepreneur 
from the early ᇳᇻᇻᇲsᄘ ᅸ
 ǂas a good communist, and 
ᅷll be an eǁen better capi-
talistᄛᅺᄙ Both 
liescu and the 
SN epitomiǅed this trajectory of radical changes 
ǂithout real transformationᄘ communists ǂho neǁer openly renounced their 
creed, eǁentually becoming eǁen more efficient post-communist leaders and 
paǁing the ǂay for neǂ political partiesᄙ 
rom a 
reudian perspectiǁe, ᅸkilling 
the �ommunist fatherᅺ ǂas necessary for 
liescu to create a post-communist 
order that retained the prominence of a leading national figureᄙ


rom the early days of post-communism, �omania faǁored the direct elec-
tion of the Presidentᄙ Decree-Laǂ�ᇻᇴᄧᇳᇻᇻᇲ ǂas tailored to fit 
liescuᅷs profile, 
establishing a political regime that fostered a strong relationship betǂeen 
the President and the peopleᄙ This regime adhered to a strictly etymological 
understanding of democracy, ǂherein all poǂers deriǁed from the people 
and elections ǂere interpreted as plebiscites, leaǁing limited space for com-
promise ǂith the oppositionᄙ 
nstitutionally, this regime ǂas cemented ǂith 
a democratic ǁoting system for the Presidency and Parliamentᄙ 
n practice, 
as illustrated in the first post-communist election in �ay ᇳᇻᇻᇲ, the political 
competition became a plebiscite that 
liescu and his party, the 
SN, deci-
siǁely ǂonᄙ Leadership figures changed oǁer the past three and a half decadesᄙ 
Neǁertheless, the predominant presidential leadership pattern has been repli-
cated oǁer time, primarily due to the lack of party institutionaliǅation, organi-
ǅational frailty, and political instabilityᄙ

The early years of post-communism forged a long-lasting bond betǂeen 
�omanian citiǅens and the Presidencyᄙ The relationship betǂeen 
on 
liescu 
and the ᇳᇻᇻᇲs ǁoters transcended ideological affiliations and emphasiǅed 
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personal closeness, subseƼuently echoed by other presidents, notably Traian 
BǓsescuᄙ The presidency inaugurated under 
on 
liescu ǂas associated ǂith a 
sense of security and attachment that fostered feelings of trust and support 
among the citiǅenryᄙ Surǁeys consistently reǁealed �omanians haǁe more trust 
in their presidents than in political parties, a pattern that has not changed since 
the beginning of the transition ᄬTufi˒ ᇴᇲᇳᇶᄭᄙ Trust in the presidency peaked in 
the early ᇳᇻᇻᇲs, eǃceeding ᇹᇲነ, but notably declined to around ᇴᇲነ in both 
ᇴᇲᇲᇲ and ᇴᇲᇳᇳ, ǁarying in response to the electoral cycle and the political and 
economic conteǃt ᄬTufi˒ ᇴᇲᇳᇶᄭᄙ The high leǁel of trust in the presidency corre-
lates ǂith consistently higher ǁoter turnout in presidential elections compared 
to legislatiǁe ones, aǁeraging ᇸᇸᄙᇹነ for presidential elections from ᇳᇻᇻᇲ to ᇴᇲᇳᇻ, 
as opposed to ᇷᇹነ for parliamentary elections from ᇳᇻᇻᇲ to ᇴᇲᇴᇲ ᄬ�om˒a ᇴᇲᇳᇷ; 

D	A Turnout Databaseᄭᄙ

The study of leadership ǂithin the �omanian conteǃt has been eǃtensiǁely 
eǃplored, spanning a ǂide range of approaches, from the numerous biographies 
of �omanian Presidents and Prime �inisters to more scholarly analysesᄙ 	arly 
contributions by scholars such as Dobrescu ᄬᇳᇻᇻᇹᄭ, �adu ᄬᇴᇲᇲᇲᄭ, Paǁel and Huiu 
ᄬᇴᇲᇲᇵᄭ, and Preda ᄬᇴᇲᇲᇷᄭ haǁe touched upon the topic tangentially, embedding 
it ǂithin broader analyses of democratiǅation processes and party dynamicsᄙ 
�onǁersely, scholars like Tanasescu ᄬᇴᇲᇲᇺᄭ, Dima ᄬᇴᇲᇲᇻᄭ, and Perju ᄬᇴᇲᇳᇷᄭ haǁe 
concentrated on the intricacies of �omaniaᅷs semi-presidential system, often 
through a predominantly legalistic lensᄙ 
n recent years, Dimulescu ᄬᇴᇲᇳᇲᄭ and 
Gherghina and �iˑcoiu ᄬᇴᇲᇳᇵᄭ haǁe systematically analyǅed �omanian politi-
cal leadership, employing the theoretical frameǂorks of mainstream party pol-
itics literatureᄙ Broader analyses also outlined the personaliǅation of electoral 
politics in �omania ᄬGheorghi˚Ǔ ᇴᇲᇳᇲᄭ or the impact of leadership structures 
on the decision-making process ᄬiᄙeᄙ, the role of political leaders in shaping 
	uropean integration ᄬPridham ᇴᇲᇲᇹᄭ or integrity campaigns ᄬ�istei ᇴᇲᇳᇲᄭ, or 
hoǂ the centraliǅation and autonomy of leadership structures impacted on 
policies related to ethnic representation policies �edianu ᇴᇲᇳᇴᄭᄙ

The compleǃities of party dynamics haǁe been further elaborated in stud-
ies such as those by �hiru and Gherghina ᄬᇴᇲᇳᇴᄭ, ǂhich offer a more nuanced 
understanding of the mechanisms underlying party leader selectionᄙ This line 
of inƼuiry has been further refined by Gherghina and �olintiru ᄬᇴᇲᇳᇻᄭ, ǂho 
eǃamine the interplay betǂeen party leadersᅷ personalities and behaǁiors 
and the broader eǁolution of their parties in terms of electoral performance, 
intra-party cohesion, and membershipᄙ Building on these robust founda-
tions, this chapter offers a comprehensiǁe oǁerǁieǂ of political leadership in 
�omania, particularly emphasiǅing the interplay betǂeen presidential and party 
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leadershipᄙ By synthesiǅing and eǃtending eǃisting analyses, this chapter aims 
to deepen our understanding of the distinctiǁe characteristics and challenges 
that define leadership ǂithin �omaniaᅷs political landscapeᄙ

Draǂing on the aboǁe, the remainder of this chapter aims to finetune the 
role of post-communist party leaders in shaping the political system and the 
conseƼuences for the party system through interactions ǂith the eǃercise of 
eǃecutiǁe poǂerᄙ 
n line ǂith the ǁolumeᅷs objectiǁes, ǂe ǂill first proǁide a 
general oǁerǁieǂ of �omanian democracy, continue ǂith a focus on the role of 
party leaders in semi-presidential settings, and then eǃamine their agency in 
the interactions betǂeen and ǂithin political partiesᄙ

 Parties and Democracy in Post-Communist Romania

Schattschneider ᄬᇳᇻᇶᇴᄭ famously obserǁed that ᅸmodern democracy is unthink-
able saǁe in terms of partiesᅺᄙ This obserǁation is especially pertinent in the 
conteǃt of post-communist democracies, such as �omania, ǂhich emerged 
from a sultanistic type of communism characteriǅed by the eǃtreme personal 
presence of the ruler in all elements of goǁernanceᄙ The system produced a 
ǂide space for unpredictable and despotic interǁention by the leader, result-
ing in precarious pluralism ᄬLinǅ and Stepan, ᇳᇻᇻᇸᄭᄙ Political parties rapidly 
proliferated in the aftermath of December ᇳᇻᇺᇻ, though they faced uneǁen 
competition against the hegemonic 
SNᄙ Political parties ǂere recogniǅed as 
essential actors in the democratic process as early as December ᇳᇻᇺᇻ ᄬDecree 
Laǂ Noᄙ ᇺᄧᇳᇻᇺᇻᄭᄙ The brief legal teǃt, drafted only nine days after the fall of the 
communist regime, adopted a permissiǁe regulation of party formation, alloǂ-
ing �omanian parties to operate ǂith minimal reƼuirements for membership 
and organiǅationᄙ

�onsidering the adǁerse conditions under the preǁious regime, eǃcept for 

SN, the parties that struggled to emerge in the early days of post-communism 
ǂere, for the most part, eǃtensions of leaders in search of ǁisibilityᄙ These so-
called ᅵsofaᅷ parties had little or no organiǅation and eǃtremely ƥƷuid ideological 
programs, ǂhich systematically affected the partiesᅷ chances of surǁiǁalᄙ A par-
tial eǃception ǂere the so-called historical parties, ǂhich had been banned and 
dismantled by the communist regime starting in the mid-ᇳᇻᇶᇲs but ǂere neǁ-
ertheless able to benefit from reserǁoirs of human and material resourcesᄙ This 
ǂas the case ǂith the �hristian Democratic National Peasantᅷs Party ᄬPNü�Dᄭ, 
the National Liberal Party ᄬPNLᄭ, and the �omanian Social-Democratic Party 
ᄬPSDS�ᄭᄙ The three parties promoted highly ǁisible leaders associated ǂith the 
anticommunist resistance ᄬeᄙgᄙ, the symbolic figure of the �omanian political 
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dissidence, the leader of PNü�D, �orneliu �oposuᄭ, seeking, at the same time, 
higher leǁels of ideological coherenceᄙ

Both adǁantages and ǂeaknesses accompanied the hegemonic position of 

SN in the early ᇳᇻᇻᇲsᄙ �hile the party and its leader could tailor the neǂ 
regime to their interests, this hegemonic position became a major ǁulnerabil-
ity by feeding contestation of its legitimacy, particularly regarding the ǁisible 
linkages to societal groups and material assets connected to the communist 
regimeᄙ 
t also led to its isolation in the international arenaᄙ 
n this conteǃt, 
SN 
encouraged the proliferation of parties as a shoǂ of democratic deǁelopmentᄙ 
As such, an inclusiǁe electoral system based on proportional representation 
ǂith closed lists and mechanisms to guarantee ethnic minority representation 
ǂas adoptedᄙ 
rom ᇳᇻᇻᇳ on, an increasingly fragmented parliamentary arena 
radically altered the initial permissiǁe regulationᄙ The pressure for legitimacy 
eǃerted on 
SN started to be counterbalanced by its primary aim of surǁiǁal, as 
the party ǂas confronted ǂith a significant party split and a rampant decline 
of its hegemonic position ǂithin the party systemᄙ As a result, the legislator 
adopted increasingly rigid proǁisions concerning party membership, organi-
ǅation, and identityᄙ The ᇳᇻᇻᇸ and ᇴᇲᇲᇵ laǂs prescribed more restrictiǁe con-
ditions for party registration and actiǁities, and the freƼuent changing of the 
party finance legislation as ǂell as the constant modification of the electoral 
system reƥƷected parliamentary partiesᅷ interest in controlling the decision-
making process, including the allocation of public resources ᄬ
onaˑcu ᇴᇲᇲᇺ; 

ancu ᇴᇲᇳᇻᄭᄙ By ᇴᇲᇳᇷ, �omania ǂas considered to haǁe one of the most restric-
tiǁe models of party laǂs in the EU, reƼuiring at least ᇴᇷ,ᇲᇲᇲ members ǂith no 
feǂer than ᇹᇲᇲ persons in at least ᇳᇺ counties, including Bucharestᄙ 
n ᇴᇲᇳᇷ, the 
legislation ǂas, once again, radically amended, reducing the reƼuired number 
of signatures for a party to be legally registered to a symbolic number of three 
citiǅens ᄬPopescu and Soare ᇴᇲᇳᇹ; 
ancu and Soare ᇴᇲᇴᇲᄭᄙ Similar to the early 
ᇻᇲs, the permissiǁe party regulation prompted the rapid proliferation of a neǂ 
generation of political partiesᄙ

Despite these rather restrictiǁe regulations, the number of political parties 
competing in elections remained Ƽuite highᄙ 
n the first post-communist elec-
tions, ᇹᇳ electoral competitors registered for the �hamber of Deputies in ᇳᇻᇻᇲ, 
and ᇹᇻ in ᇳᇻᇻᇴ ᄬPreda and Soare ᇴᇲᇳᇴᄘ ᇳᇵᇺᄭᄙ The number of parties competing 
in elections remained high until ᇴᇲᇲᇶ, ǂith an aǁerage of ᇸᇳᄙᇵ lists registered 
betǂeen ᇳᇻᇻᇸ and ᇴᇲᇲᇶᄙ The number of parties competing for seats in the 
loǂer house of Parliament diminished in ᇴᇲᇲᇺ ᄬᇴᇻ competitorsᄭ, and a similar 
leǁel ǂas maintained in ᇴᇲᇳᇴ ᄬᇵᇲ competitorsᄭᄙ Starting ǂith ᇴᇲᇳᇸ, the trend 
reǁersed, as the number of competitors increased to ᇵᇷ in ᇴᇲᇳᇸ and ᇶᇳ in ᇴᇲᇴᇲ 
ᄬ�ollini and Soare ᇴᇲᇴᇶᄭᄙ
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�omanian parties ǂere born and greǂ around leaders, ǂith less emphasis 
on ideas and ǁaluesᄙ The rigid regulations in effect until ᇴᇲᇳᇷ and the need to 
match the main competitor, the 
SN ᄬeǁentually transformed into the current 
Social-Democratic Party, PSDᄭ, incentiǁiǅed parliamentary parties to build 
territorial netǂorks, though ǂith blurred programmatic appeals and perǁasiǁe 
openness to clientelismᄙ Hoǂeǁer, feǂ aǁoided party factionalisms and main-
tained some degree of party reach in territorial units ᄬ
ancu and Soare ᇴᇲᇴᇲᄭᄙ 
�onseƼuently, political competitions in �omania are generally not rooted in 
socio-structural differences and do not distinguish betǂeen normatiǁe identi-
ties ᄬBorbáth ᇴᇲᇳᇻᄭᄙ


n terms of party dynamics, the �omanian post-communist democracy 
has been shaped by a political landscape dominated by the classical post-
communist diǁision betǂeen the ᄬinformalᄭ successor party and an ideologi-
cally heterogeneous anti-communist bloc ᄬ
onaˑcu ᇴᇲᇲᇺᄭᄙ �ontrary to the rest 
of the region, 
SN, as a peculiar successor party, hegemonically controlled the 
regime change and shaped the neǂ norms according to its interests, ǁalues, and 
styleᄙ After the ᇳᇻᇻᇸ alternation in poǂer, the prospect of joining the 	uropean 
�nion ᄬEUᄭ and the North Atlantic Treaty �rganiǅation ᄬNAT�ᄭ brought an 
alignment across the tǂo founding party blocs regarding democracy and for-
eign policyᄙ This consensus ǂithin elites and society actiǁated the so-called 
integration magnet ᄬ�achudoǁa and Hooghe ᇴᇲᇲᇻᄭ, increasingly pulling par-
liamentary parties toǂard market-liberal economics and cultural liberalismᄙ 
This alignment cushioned the initial diǁision betǂeen parties originating from 
the communist nebulous and the anti-communist camp, producing a progres-
siǁely closed party system ǂith predictable competition around goǁernment 
offices and a high degree of regularity in inter-party relations ᄬ�asal Bértoa 
and 	nyedi ᇴᇲᇴᇳᄭᄙ


or most of the time, the competition ǂas organiǅed bipolarlyᄙ 
n ᇴᇲᇲᇺ, the 
Social Democrats and the Liberals found their common interests stronger than 
their differences, leading to a noǁel collaboration that has been repeated inter-
mittentlyᄙ �hile the center-left has been controlled by PSD, fully integrated 
into the 	uropean and international netǂork of social democratic parties since 
the ᇴᇲᇲᇲs, the center-right has remained more fragmented and open to differ-
ent clashes among leadersᄙ The current setting on the center-right has been 
marked by the Democratic Partyᅷs realignment in ᇴᇲᇲᇷ, orchestrated by then-
President Traian BǓsescu, ǂho abandoned the social-democratic partners in 
the 	uropean Parliament by adhering to the ideological space of the 	uropean 
Peopleᅷs Partyᄙ �ebranded as the Democratic Liberal Party ᄬPDLᄭ, it became 
the main competitor to the historical liberal partyᄙ 
n ᇴᇲᇳᇸ, the tǂo center-right 
parties merged, maintaining the name of PNL and joining the EPP group at 
the 	uropean leǁelᄙ
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n ᇴᇲᇳᇸ, tǂo neǂ parties entered parliament, both founded by post-communist 
leaders ǂith party and institutional seniorityᄘ the Alliance of Liberals and 
Democrats Party ᄬALD	ᄭ, founded by �Ǔlin Popescu-TǓriceanu, and the 
Peopleᅷs �oǁement Party ᄬP�Pᄭ, ǂhere Traian BǓsescu serǁed as honorary 
presidentᄙ Additionally, the parliamentary arena has seen the rise of chal-
lenger parties since ᇴᇲᇳᇴ ᄬBorbáth ᇴᇲᇳᇻᄭ, including the Peopleᅷs Party Dan 
Diaconescu ᄬPPDDᄭ, the Saǁe �omania �nion ᄬ�S�ᄭ, and the Alliance for the 
�nion of �omanians ᄬA��ᄭᄙ �hile all three parties share anti-establishment 
stances, they fit into different party familiesᄘ PPDD and A�� combine anti-
establishment platforms ǂith populist rhetoric ᄬǂith A�� also embracing 
natiǁist and authoritarian stancesᄭ, ǂhereas �S� pairs anti-corruption stances 
ǂith a liberal program ᄬSoare and Tufiˑ ᇴᇲᇴᇵ; Dragoman ᇴᇲᇴᇳᄭᄙ

After ᇴᇲᇲᇲ, the political competition began to stabiliǅe, leading to the 
consolidation of the political regimeᄙ Hoǂeǁer, the literature documents 
significant institutional clashes, such as the ᇴᇲᇲᇹ and ᇴᇲᇳᇴ referendums on 
impeaching President Traian BǓsescu, ǂhich contributed to increased institu-
tional instability ᄬGherghina and Soare ᇴᇲᇳᇸᄭᄙ 
olloǂing the ᇳᇻᇻᇸ alternation 
in poǂer, PSD maintained a significant presence in goǁernment ᄬsee Table�ᇳᄭ, 
assuming the position of Prime �inister nine times, ǂith notable leaders 
including Adrian NǓstase, �ictor Ponta, �iorica DǓncilǓ, and �arcel �iolacuᄙ 
Despite this success, after the presidency of 
on 
liescu, PSD failed to ǂin any 
presidential runoff elections since ᇴᇲᇲᇶᄙ The merger of the National Liberal 
Party ᄬPNLᄭ ǂith the former Democratic Party ᄬPDᄭ and Democratic Liberal 
Party ᄬPDLᄭ significantly enhanced its political releǁance, positioning it as a 
key competitor to the PSDᄙ 
f ǂe consider the PDᄧPDL as direct predecessors 
of the current PNL, the party has proǁided all �omanian presidents since ᇴᇲᇲᇶ, 
each serǁing tǂo termsᄙ �egarding prime ministerial positions, PNL has led the 
eǃecutiǁe branch eight times, including tǂo terms ǂith a PDL party president, 
	ᄙ�Bocᄙ Note also that both �Ǔlin Popescu-TǓriceanu and Ludoǁic �rban led 
their parties before their appointments as Prime �inister, ǂhile 
lorin �ɇ˚u 
and Nicolae �iucǓ ǂere elected during their tenuresᄙ

As 
ancu and Soare ᄬᇴᇲᇴᇲᄭ illustrate, the organiǅational strength of political 
parties directly and independently inƥƷuences their electoral performance in 
the long runᄙ �oreoǁer, parties that inǁested in organiǅational strength and 
built strong territorial netǂorks achieǁed ǁaluable electoral assets and greater 
party unity in parliament ᄬBorbáth ᇴᇲᇳᇻᄭᄙ Hoǂeǁer, intra-party dynamics often 
echoed eǃtensiǁe patronage and clientelism, ǁaloriǅing personal netǂorks of 
local leaders, ǂhich regularly clashed ǂith central leadership, generating con-
ƥƷicts and eǁentual fissionsᄙ
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�n this ground, perǁasiǁe corruption ᄬ
ancu ᇴᇲᇳᇺᄭ has spread to the highest 
leǁels of �omanian politics, ǂith high-ranking politicians, from former Prime 
�inister Adrian NǓstase to the poǂerful former PSD president Liǁiu Dragnea, 
being inǁestigated and condemned oǁer the last decadesᄙ This phenomenon 
has become a releǁant aspect of �omaniaᅷs struggle ǂith corruption, as eǁi-
denced by its position among the most corrupt nations in the EU, according 
to the Transparency 
nternational rankings ᄬTransparency 
nternational ᇴᇲᇴᇵᄭᄙ

 Leadership Dynamics: Presidents and Party Politics in Romania

The relationship betǂeen �omanian citiǅens and their Presidents has pro-
foundly shaped inter-party competition and intra-party dynamicsᄙ Beyond 
the foundational aspects discussed earlier, the direct election of the President 
ǂithin �omaniaᅷs semi-presidential frameǂork endoǂs them ǂith a leǁel 
of popular legitimacy comparable to the one of the Parliament ᄬ
ancu and 
Tacea ᇴᇲᇴᇵᄭᄙ �hile ultimate political accountability rests ǂith Parliament, 
the Presidentᅷs piǁotal role in appointing the Prime �inister positions them 
as a central figure in political competitionᄙ The President arbitrates relations 
betǂeen opposition and majority factions during goǁernment formation, 
leǁeraging both formal and informal leadership ties ǂithin their party to inƥƷu-
ence policy and goǁernance ᄬ
ancu and Tacea ᇴᇲᇴᇵᄭᄙ

According to Article�ᇺᇳ of the ᇴᇲᇲᇵ �onstitution, �omania elects its President 
through a direct ǁote in a tǂo-round majority system for a fiǁe-year term ᄬpre-
ǁiously four years under the ᇳᇻᇻᇳ �onstitutionᄭᄙ Since the inaugural elections 
of ᇳᇻᇻᇲ, no president has secured an initial round majority, reƼuiring runoff 
elections betǂeen the top tǂo contenders in order to ǂinᄙ Despite consistent 
participation of PSD candidates in runoffs since ᇴᇲᇲᇲ, none haǁe managed 
to ǂinᄙ The �onstitution limits Presidents to tǂo terms, though 
on 
liescuᅷs 
uniƼue circumstance alloǂed him a third term ᄬᇴᇲᇲᇲᅬᇴᇲᇲᇶᄭ, eǃploiting a loop-
hole in the ᇳᇻᇻᇴ �onstitution ᄬSoare ᇴᇲᇳᇷᄭᄙ

Presidential leadership in �omania often transcends procedural duties to 
encompass substantiǁe impacts on goǁernment agendas, especially during 
administrations ǂith independent or outsider Prime �inistersᄙ 
or instance, 
President BǓsescu ǂas able to actiǁely shape economic policies and admin-
istratiǁe reforms ǂhile his ally, 	mil Boc, ǂas Prime �inister ᄬ
ancu ᇴᇲᇳᇻᄭᄙ 
Presidents such as 
on 
liescu and Traian BǓsescu strategically used their posi-
tions to nominate cabinets and steer policy directions, reƥƷecting their party 
affiliations and strategic interests ᄬ
onaˑcu ᇴᇲᇲᇺ; 
ancu and Tacea ᇴᇲᇴᇵᄭᄙ 
During cohabitation periods, ǂhen the President and the Prime �inister haǁe 
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different political backgrounds, the Presidentᅷs role as a mediator assumes 
piǁotal importanceᄙ Despite constitutional constraints, the Presidentᅷs direct 
popular mandate often facilitates effectiǁe coalition management and policy 
negotiations ᄬ
ancu ᇴᇲᇳᇻᄭᄙ 
nstances during the Tariceanu�

 ᄬᇴᇲᇲᇹᄭ and Ponta�
 
ᄬᇴᇲᇳᇴᄭ administrations underscore the Presidentᅷs efforts to mitigate tensions 
and foster cooperatiǁe goǁernance through ad hoc institutional agreementsᄙ

�omanian Presidents haǁe eǃhibited ǁarying leǁels of leadership actiǁism in 
response to political instability and goǁernance challengesᄙ 	ǁen during ǂeaker 
presidencies, such as 	mil �onstantinescuᅷs tenure, Presidents ǂielded sub-
stantial inƥƷuence in resolǁing eǃecutiǁe impasses and facilitating technocratic 
solutions ᄬ
onaˑcu ᇴᇲᇲᇺᄭᄙ Hoǂeǁer, as Presidents near the end of their terms, 
their sǂay oǁer party dynamics and goǁernmental decisions often diminishes, 
inƥƷuenced by electoral cycles and internal party conƥƷicts ᄬ
onaˑcu ᇴᇲᇲᇺ, ᇴᇲᇳᇻᄭᄙ


urthermore, �omanian Presidents haǁe bolstered their leadership profiles 
by actiǁely chairing goǁernmental sessionsᄙ 	mpoǂered by Article�ᇺᇹ of the 
�onstitution, Presidents participate in and preside oǁer goǁernment meetings 
deliberating on matters of national importanceᄙ Dima ᄬᇴᇲᇲᇻᄭ documents that 
	mil �onstantinescu utiliǅed this prerogatiǁe three times, 
on 
liescu seǁen 
times, and Traian BǓsescu ten times during his initial termᄙ BǓsescu notably 
increased his use of this authority during political tension or crises, such as 
in ᇴᇲᇲᇹ and ᇴᇲᇳᇴ, ǂhere he conǁened sessions to address economic doǂn-
turns and implement austerity measuresᄙ Since assuming office in ᇴᇲᇳᇶ, �laus 

ohannis has also chaired seǁeral goǁernment sessions, albeit less freƼuently 
than BǓsescuᄙ Notably, 
ohannis chaired sessions in response to the tragic fire 
and subseƼuent resignation of Prime �inister �ictor Ponta, ensuring goǁ-
ernmental stability and coordinating the national response to the ���
D-ᇳᇻ 
pandemicᄙ

Additionally, �omanian Presidents haǁe leǁeraged their partisan affiliations 
to orchestrate majority coalitions, thereby aǁerting periods of cohabitationᄙ 
Traian BǓsescu eǃemplified this political strategy folloǂing the ᇴᇲᇲᇶ general 
elections, ǂhere his ǁictory dismantled the PSD alliance ǂith the �onserǁatiǁe 
Party ᄬP�ᄭᄙ This defection enabled the �ustice and Truth Alliance ᄬDAᄭ, com-
prising PNL and PD, to secure a last-minute parliamentary majority, including 
the Hungarian minority ᄬ�D��ᄭ and other minority group representatiǁesᄙ

Despite constitutional prohibitions against party membership or holding 
other public or priǁate offices ᄬArticle�ᇺᇶ ᄬᇳᄭᄭ, all Presidents of �omania haǁe 
actiǁely campaigned and promoted their preferred parties in local and legis-
latiǁe electionsᄙ All �omanian Presidents haǁe often been actiǁely inǁolǁed 
in party politics before their election, bringing significant eǃperience in pub-
lic offices and political institutionsᄙ 
mportantly, the Presidency does not 
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necessarily mark the end of a political career eitherᄙ 
on 
liescuᅷs trajectory is 
particularly illustratiǁe in this regardᄙ Despite setbacks, including defeats in 
the ᇳᇻᇻᇸ elections, 
liescu maintained his leadership ǂithin the PDS�, later 
rebranded as PSDᄙ His enduring inƥƷuence ǂas eǁident in his reelection as 
President in ᇴᇲᇲᇲ, folloǂed by strategic positioning of loyalists ǂithin the 
party hierarchy, including Adrian NǓstaseᅷs ascendancy to Prime �inister and 
PSD leadership ᄬ
onaˑcu ᇴᇲᇲᇺᄭᄙ

	mil �onstantinescu, �omaniaᅷs second President, took a different pathᄙ 
He did not pursue party leadership but instead occupied a coordinatiǁe role 
ǂithin an electoral alliance before the ᇳᇻᇻᇸ electionsᄙ His presidency, marked 
by social tensions and economic challenges, reǁealed limitations in mediating 
coalition disputes and intra-party dynamics, leading him to escheǂ a second 
termᄙ Post-presidency, �onstantinescu focused on ciǁil societyᅷs engagement, 
aligning ǂith numerous national and international NG�sᄙ

Traian BǓsescu, �omaniaᅷs third President, diǁerged significantly by assum-
ing leadership of the Democratic Party ᄬPDᄭ after ᇴᇲᇲᇲ, subseƼuently trans-
forming it into the Democratic Liberal Party ᄬPDLᄭ and forging alliances ǂith 
other political forces to challenge the dominance of the PSDᄙ His presidency 
ǂas characteriǅed by high leǁels of political actiǁism and a direct role in party 
politics, inƥƷuencing internal party dynamics and goǁernmental decisions 
ᄬ
onaˑcu ᇴᇲᇲᇺ; ᇴᇲᇳᇻᄭᄙ 
olloǂing his tenure, BǓsescu remained engaged in 
�omanian politics, initially ǂithin the P�P, a party he helped establish, then 
assumed the party leadership, eǁentually preferring an honorary positionᄙ 
�ost recently he reemerged as a political commentator, regularly inǁolǁed in 
talk shoǂs ᄬ
ancu ᇴᇲᇳᇻᄭᄙ During the ᇴᇲᇳᇻᅬᇴᇲᇴᇶ mandate, he ǂas also a member 
of the 	uropean Parliamentᄙ

Although the second mandate of �laus 
ohannis ǂas in its last year during 
the ǂriting of this chapter, the last years of his presidency haǁe been marked by 
eǃtensiǁe discussions in the public space regarding his post-presidency career, 
partly fueled by his bid for leading NAT�ᄙ This ǂould indicate that 
ohannis is 
looking for a different path, by comparison to the other �omanian presidents, 
one that ǂould continue his career at the international leǁelᄙ

All in all, the engagement of �omanian Presidents in party politics after 
their terms reƥƷects ǁaried trajectories shaped by electoral outcomes and per-
sonal ambitionsᄙ Despite the constitutional prohibition against holding party 
membership during their tenure, Presidents haǁe played decisiǁe roles in shap-
ing party directions and electoral strategies, contributing to the eǁolǁing politi-
cal landscape of �omaniaᄙ 
n conclusion, the presidency in �omania stands 
as a critical neǃus of political poǂer, blending constitutional authority ǂith 
personal leadership and partisan engagementᄙ Despite inherent compleǃities 
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and periodic challenges, �omanian Presidents haǁe consistently inƥƷuenced 
goǁernment formation, coalition goǁernance, and national policies, under-
scoring their enduring impact on the countryᅷs political trajectoryᄙ Their lee-
ǂay has been amplified by increasing goǁernmental instability and portfolio 
ǁolatility ᄬ
ancu ᇴᇲᇳᇻᄭᄙ 
or most of the post-communist period, presidential 
continuity ǂas at odds ǂith the disruptiǁe goǁernmental sceneᄙ Note also that 
all Presidents of �omania haǁe been male, ǂith only one female candidate 
adǁancing to a runoffᄙ The aǁerage age of Presidents at the commencement of 
their terms is ᇷᇻᄙᇵ years, ǂith Traian BǓsescu as the youngest President electedᄙ

Table�ᇳᇲᄙᇴ Presidents of �omania ᄬDecember ᇳᇻᇺᇻᅬᇴᇲᇴᇶᄭ

President Presidential 
Term Duration

Age at 
Start

Party Leadership 
before 
Presidential 
Election

Post-Mandate 
Activity


on 
liescu ᇽህህᇼᅬᇽህህᇾ ሂᇼ �es �eelected President

on 
liescu ᇽህህᇾᅬᇽህህሂ ሂᇾ No ᄬincumbentᄭ PDS� President
	mil 
�onstantinescu

ᇽህህሂᅬᇾᇼᇼᇼ ሁሃ �es ᄬ�D�) �ithdreǂ from politi-
cal life


on 
liescu ᇾᇼᇼᇼᅬᇾᇼᇼሀ ሃᇼ �es Senator PSD and 
head of the PSD par-
liamentary groupᄙ
Honorary president 
of the PSD

Traian BǓsescu ᇾᇼᇼሀᅬᇾᇼᇼህ ሁᇿ �es �eelected
Traian BǓsescu ᇾᇼᇼህᅬᇾᇼᇽሀ ሁሄ No ᄬincumbentᄭ Honorary President 

of P�P, Senator P�P
�laus 
ohannis ᇾᇼᇽሀᅬᇾᇼᇽህ ሁሁ �es �eelected
�laus 
ohannis ሂᇼ No ᄬincumbentᄭ --

Sourceᄘ oǂn elaboration

 Party Leaders and Party Politics

Analyǅing the dynamics of party leadership ǂithin �omaniaᅷs recent legisla-
tiǁe period ᄬᇴᇲᇴᇲᅬᇴᇲᇴᇶᄭ necessitates eǃploring leadership changes, intra-party 
conƥƷicts, and their impacts on internal party cohesion and eǃternal political 
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interactionsᄙ �hile presidential leadership has been associated either ǂith 
changes in the dominant faction ǂithin the party of the president or, more gen-
erally, ǂith informally affecting internal party competitions ᄬ
ancu and Soare, 
unpublishedᄭ, party leadership in �omania is primarily intertǂined ǂith the 
position of Prime �inister, granting significant leǁerage in managing inter-
party relations and parliamentary dynamicsᄙ This interconnection underscores 
the crucial role of party leadership in shaping goǁernment policies, coalition 
strategies, and interactions ǂith the Presidentᄙ 
t also ǁaries according to long-
term party practices and stabilityᄙ Throughout the ᇴᇲᇴᇲᅬᇴᇲᇴᇶ legislatiǁe term, 
leadership changes ǂithin key parties such as PNL and �S� haǁe been piǁotal 
in naǁigating compleǃ institutional landscapes ᄬsee Table�ᇵᄭᄙ

Table�ᇳᇲᄙᇵ Party Leaders in �omania ᄬᇴᇲᇴᇲᅬᇴᇲᇴᇶᄭ

Party Party Leader �ermƾ in �ƦƧƬce

PSD �arcel �iolacu August�ᇾᇾ, ᇾᇼᇾᇼᅬpresent
PNL Ludoǁic �rban �une�ᇽሃ, ᇾᇼᇽሃᅬSeptember�ᇾሁ, ᇾᇼᇾᇽ


lorin �ɇ˚u September�ᇾሁ, ᇾᇼᇾᇽᅬApril�ᇽᇼ, ᇾᇼᇾᇾ
Nicolae �iucǓ April�ᇽᇼ, ᇾᇼᇾᇾᅬpresent

�S� Dan Barna �ctober�ᇾሄ, ᇾᇼᇽሃᅬ�ctober�ᇽ, ᇾᇼᇾᇽ
Dacian �ioloˑ �ctober�ᇽ, ᇾᇼᇾᇽᅬ
ebruary�ሃ, ᇾᇼᇾᇾ
�ǓtǓlin DrulǓ �uly�ᇽሂ, ᇾᇼᇾᇾᅬ�une�ᇽᇼ, ᇾᇼᇾሀ
�ǓtǓlin DrulǓ �uly�ᇽ, ᇾᇼᇾᇾᅬ�une�ᇽᇼ, ᇾᇼᇾሀ
	lena Lasconi �une�ᇾሂ, ᇾᇼᇾሀ-

A�� George Simion and �laudiu 
Tarǅiu

September�ᇽህ, ᇾᇼᇽህᅬ�arch�ᇾሃ, ᇾᇼᇾᇾ

George Simion �arch�ᇾሃ, ᇾᇼᇾᇾᅬpresent
�D�� �elemen Hunor 
ebruary�ᇾᇾᄧᇾᇿ, ᇾᇼᇽህᅬSeptember�ᇽሃ, ᇾᇼᇾᇽ

�elemen Hunor September�ᇽሃ, ᇾᇼᇾᇽᅬApril�ᇾሄᅬᇾህ, ᇾᇼᇾᇿ
�elemen Hunor April�ᇾሄᅬᇾህ, ᇾᇼᇾᇿᅬpresent

Sourceᄘ 
arcaˑ ᄬᇴᇲᇴᇶᄭ

Apart from the Democratic Alliance of Hungarians in �omania ᄬ�D��ᄭ, all 
major �omanian parties haǁe demonstrated considerable leadership ǁolatilityᄙ 
This trend has been particularly pronounced among center-right parties oǁer 
the past four yearsᄙ The PNL has eǃperienced freƼuent leadership changes dur-
ing this periodᄙ �nder Ludoǁic �rbanᅷs leadership until September ᇴᇲᇴᇳ, PNL 
focused on consolidating its inƥƷuence ǂithin a compleǃ coalition goǁernmentᄙ 
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Hoǂeǁer, internal disagreements oǁer policy priorities and leadership styles 
led to seǁeral changesᄙ 
lorin �ɇ˚u took oǁer the party leadership from 
September ᇴᇲᇴᇳ until April ᇴᇲᇴᇴ, folloǂed by Nicolae �iucǓᄙ These transitions 
highlight PNLᅷs adaptiǁe strategies in response to electoral outcomes and 
internal poǂer struggles, as ǂell as its ambitions regarding its role in coalition 
dynamics and goǁernance prioritiesᄙ Similarly, the �S� has eǃperienced rapid 
leadership turnoǁerᄙ Leaders such as Dacian �ioloˑ, �ǓtǓlin DrulǓ, and, more 
recently, 	lena Lasconi, haǁe successiǁely assumed leadership rolesᄙ Giǁen the 
partyᅷs relatiǁely recent formation, these changes reƥƷect both internal debates 
oǁer the partyᅷs identity and an ongoing process of institutionaliǅationᄙ

	ǃternal factors, including coalition politics and electoral performance, 
haǁe significantly inƥƷuenced leadership dynamics ǂithin both PNL and �S�ᄙ 

n �omania, coalition negotiations and strategic realignments often neces-
sitate leadership changes to adapt to shifting alliances and policy prioritiesᄙ 

or eǃample, PNLᅷs strategies under different leaders haǁe impacted its posi-
tion ǂithin the goǁernment and inƥƷuenced its legislatiǁe agendasᄙ Leadership 
changes also underscore the political challenges of maintaining internal cohe-
sion and naǁigating compleǃ political landscapesᄙ

Analyǅing key leaders across ǁarious parties offers insights into their strat-
egies, impacts on coalition dynamics, and goǁernance approachesᄙ �arcel 
�iolacu, ǂho assumed leadership of the PSD in August ᇴᇲᇴᇲ amidst internal 
strife, sought to unify the party and enhance its role ǂithin coalition dynam-
icsᄙ His leadership has been characteriǅed by efforts to address ideological 
diǁergences ǂithin the party ǂhile positioning PSD as a significant player in 
policy formulation and legislatiǁe interactionsᄙ Notably, �iolacu has focused 
on rebuilding connections ǂith 	uropean partners folloǂing Liǁiu Dragneaᅷs 
tumultuous presidency and legal issuesᄙ �iolacuᅷs tenure has inƥƷuenced PSDᅷs 
stance on economic reforms and social policies, shaping its goǁernance strate-
gies and coalition interactions, including collaborations in the ᇴᇲᇴᇶ 	uropean 
Parliament electionsᄙ

Ludoǁic �rbanᅷs ascent to the presidency of the PNL ǂas marked by his 
strategic naǁigation through ǁarious internal party roles since the early ᇳᇻᇻᇲs, 
underscoring his inƥƷuential positioning ǂithin the organiǅationᄙ His leader-
ship ǂas directed toǂards consolidating PNLᅷs standing ǂithin different goǁ-
ernmental coalitionsᄙ Hoǂeǁer, �rbanᅷs tenure ǂas characteriǅed by significant 
internal conƥƷicts and shifts in policy agendas, ǂhich presented notable chal-
lengesᄙ Substantial political crises, including coalition breakdoǂns and goǁern-
mental reshufƥƷes, marked folloǂing �rban, 
lorin �ɇ˚uᅷs leadership of PNLᄙ 
These eǁents critically impacted the partyᅷs stability and its electoral strate-
giesᄙ �ɇ˚uᅷs tenure inǁolǁed efforts to stabiliǅe PNLᅷs position amid ongoing 
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difficulties in maintaining coalition cohesion, inƥƷuencing the partyᅷs role in 
policy implementation and its strategic negotiationsᄙ Nicolae �iucǓ, ǂho suc-
ceeded �ɇ˚u, continued to focus on coalition dynamics and goǁernance sta-
bilityᄙ He confronted electoral setbacks and internal party challenges ǂhile 
striǁing to uphold PNLᅷs political inƥƷuenceᄙ

Hunor �elemenᅷs leadership of �D�� emphasiǅed stability amidst coali-
tion negotiations and minority rights adǁocacyᄙ His tenure underscored 
�D��ᅷs strategic positioning in �omanian politics, balancing internal cohe-
sion ǂith effectiǁe representation of Hungarian minority interests and inƥƷu-
encing coalition dynamicsᄙ

�ǁerall, both established and emerging parties haǁe faced significant lead-
ership challengesᄙ Neǂer parties haǁe grappled ǂith intensified intra-party 
competition and the compleǃities of ideological clarification and factional-
ismᄙ Leadership transitions ǂithin the �S�, under Dacian �ioloˑ and �ǓtǓlin 
DrulǓ, haǁe reƥƷected internal poǂer struggles and strategic realignmentsᄙ Their 
leadership periods haǁe inƥƷuenced �S�ᅷs stance as an opposition party, its ide-
ological coherence, and its ǁoter support amid competition ǂith other politi-
cal entitiesᄙ �ioloˑ and DrulǓ ǂere tasked ǂith maintaining party discipline 
and strategic releǁance ǂhile differentiating �S�ᅷs platform ǂithin �omaniaᅷs 
political landscapeᄙ

George Simionᅷs leadership in A�� highlighted the partyᅷs rapid rise driǁen 
by populist themes, online campaigning strategies, and intensiǁe canǁassing 
ᄬSoare and Tufis ᇴᇲᇴᇵᄭᄙ Despite internal controǁersies, Simionᅷs leadership 
shaped A��ᅷs emergence as a significant political force, inƥƷuencing electoral 
outcomes and public discourse on goǁernance transparency and national 
identityᄙ Neǁertheless, Simion also had to cope, on the one hand, ǂith the par-
tyᅷs labeling as an eǃtremist party and, on the other hand, ǂith the political 
deƥƷection of one of the partyᅷs notorious spokespersons, the �omanian sena-
tor Diana ôoˑoacǓᄙ Her political deƥƷection to the more radicaliǅed SOS Party 
�omania helped SOS to gain EP representationᄙ

�egarding the competitiǁeness of the intraparty procedures for candidate 
selection, the dynamics ǁaried significantly across different partiesᄙ �hile 
�elemen Hunor and Nicolae �iucǓ faced no opposition in the leadership 
contests detailed in Table�ᇵ, other party leadership elections eǃhibited ǁary-
ing leǁels of competitionᄙ According to 
arcas ᄬᇴᇲᇴᇶᄭ, �arcel �iolacu secured 
his position ǂith a substantial majority, receiǁing ᇻᇵᄙᇷነ of the ǁotes against 
	ugen Teodoroǁiciᄙ 
n contrast, the intra-party elections ǂithin the PNL dem-
onstrated a more competitiǁe landscapeᄙ Ludoǁic �rban achieǁed ᇹᇺᄙᇹነ of the 
ǁotes in �une ᇴᇲᇳᇹ against �ristian Buˑoi, ǂhile 
lorin �ɇ˚u ǂon ǂith ᇸᇲᄙᇴነ in 
ᇴᇲᇴᇳ against �rbanᄙ The most intense intra-party competition ǂas obserǁed 
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ǂithin the �S�, ǂhere Dacian �ioloˑ narroǂly ǂon ǂith ᇷᇲᄙᇻነ of the ǁote 
against Dan Barnaᄙ SubseƼuent internal elections saǂ �ǓtǓlin DrulǓ elected 
ǂith ᇹᇳᄙᇵነ of the ballots amidst a field of fiǁe other candidatesᄙ 
n the after-
math of the ᇴᇲᇴᇶ 	uropean Parliament elections, 	lena Lasconi confirmed 
her leadership ǂith ᇸᇺᄙᇳነ of the ǁotes against three challengersᄙ 
inally, in the 
ᇴᇲᇴᇴ contest for the presidency of the A��, despite the presence of another 
candidate, Simion secured the leadership ǂith a commanding ᇻᇶᄙᇴነ of the 
ǁotesᄙ

The period from ᇴᇲᇴᇲ to ᇴᇲᇴᇶ ǂitnessed significant leadership dynamics 
ǂithin �omaniaᅷs political parties, reƥƷecting diǁerse strategic orientations, 
intra-party conƥƷicts, and their implications for goǁernance and policymak-
ingᄙ Analytically eǃamining party leadership across PSD, PNL, �S�, A��, and 
�D�� underscores the compleǃ interplay betǂeen internal party dynamics, 
coalition politics, and interactions ǂith goǁernmental institutions and the 
Presidentᄙ

 Conclusions

Paraphrasing Burke, �omanian political parties can be largely characteriǅed 
as bodies of indiǁiduals united primarily to promote a leader ǂith presi-
dential aspirations rather than a group committed to shared principles and 
a cohesiǁe agendaᄙ �nsurprisingly, political parties in �omania haǁe been 
plagued by intra-party conƥƷicts, often leading to the creation of neǂ par-
tiesᄙ �onseƼuently, political parties haǁe remained among the least trusted 
institutions by �omanian citiǅensᄙ The conƥƷictual relationship betǂeen the 
President and goǁernmental parties has eǃacerbated instability, as eǃempli-
fied during the mandates of President Traian BǓsescuᄙ This instability helps 
eǃplain ǂhy �omanian ǁoters freƼuently changed their preferences from one 
election to another, generating high leǁels of electoral ǁolatility ᄬ�ollini and 
Soare ᇴᇲᇴᇶᄭᄙ This ǁolatility ǂas particularly pronounced in the first decade 
of post-communism; although it declined sharply in the ᇴᇲᇲᇶ elections, sub-
seƼuent elections saǂ increasing ǁolatility again, ǂith significant ǁote shifts 
among established parties ᄬGherghina ᇴᇲᇳᇷ; �ollini and Soare ᇴᇲᇴᇶᄭᄙ

�ǁerall, the �omanian post-communist regime ǂas tailored to fit the fig-
ure of the first post-communist leader, 
on 
liescuᄙ The institutional choice 
naturally leaned toǂards semi-presidentialism, ǂith the President as the lead-
ing figureᄙ The political practices of 
liescu first established this custom and 
ǂere later reinforced by constitutional court rulings rather than constitutional 
codification in ᇳᇻᇻᇳ and ᇴᇲᇲᇵ ᄬDima ᇴᇲᇳᇶ; 
ancu ᇴᇲᇳᇻᄭᄙ The �omanian dyarchy 
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ǂas fine-tuned by 
liescuᅷs role as the first popular and popularly elected fiǃed-
term presidentᄙ The eǃistence of a Prime �inister responsible to Parliament 
ǂas initially seen as of secondary importanceᄙ The balancing act foreseen in a 
bicephalous system, ǂhere the heads are uneƼual and oscillate betǂeen them-
selǁes ᄬSartori ᇳᇻᇻᇹᄘ ᇳᇴᇵᄭ, ǂas deemed highly improbableᄙ This ǂas directly 
linked to 
SNᅷs birth as a presidential party, a platform designed to endorse 

liescuᅷs candidacy, spread his message at the territorial leǁel, and proǁide 
parliamentary support ᄬand disciplineᄭ for guiding the eǃecutiǁe agendaᄙ As 
a result, all post-communist candidates for the �omanian Presidency ǂere 
geared to become guiding figures of parties organiǅed to alloǂ them to seiǅe 
the eǃecutiǁe branch and represent their political and policy stancesᄙ After the 
ᇳᇻᇻᇲᅷs plebiscite, the degree of competitiǁeness of the presidential elections 
increased oǁer time, leaǁing little room for independent candidatesᄙ �hile 
political parties formally control the processes of nominating presidential 
candidates, �omanian Presidents haǁe been largely independent in managing 
their mandates, ǂith notable eǃceptions during moments of potential tension 
such as impeachment or re-election effortsᄙ


n terms of party politics, the centrality of the party leader has been seen 
as one of the eǃplanations for tǂo phenomena associated ǂith �omanian 
democracyᄘ goǁernment instability, reƥƷected in both limited cabinet lifespans 
and significant reshufƥƷes, and regular intra-party conƥƷicts that led to the for-
mation of numerous neǂ parties, albeit ǂith limited electoral successᄙ Despite 
these challenges, �omania ǂas considered to haǁe a relatiǁely institutionaliǅed 
party system shaped by a bipolar logic, opposing the social-democrat-led pole 
to the liberal one and staging the main competitors for the Presidencyᄙ Starting 
in ᇴᇲᇲᇺ, increased innoǁation in the composition of goǁernmental majorities 
ǂas counterbalanced by the fact that the constellation of neǂ parties that 
proliferated oǁer time had little chance of being elected in tǂo consecutiǁe 
elections and becoming significant goǁernmental players ᄬ�asal Bértoa and 
	nyedi ᇴᇲᇴᇳᄭᄙ

The dynamics of �omanian party leadership are crucial in naǁigating con-
temporary politics in �omaniaᄙ Leaders often ǂield substantial inƥƷuence oǁer 
their partiesᅷ strategies, coalition formations, and goǁernment policies, thereby 
impacting the stability of goǁernmental majoritiesᄙ The freƼuent reshufƥƷes 
and the emergence of neǂ parties can be attributed in part to leadership dis-
putes and diǁergent ǁisions ǂithin partiesᄙ �hile this has injected dynamism 
into �omanian politics, it has also contributed to a fragmented political land-
scape ǂhere party alliances and electoral outcomes remain ƥƷuidᄙ Starting in 
ᇴᇲᇲᇺ, despite increased innoǁation in forming goǁernmental majorities, the 
proliferation of neǂ parties has generally failed to secure sustained electoral 
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support across consecutiǁe electionsᄙ This has limited their ability to transform 
into formidable goǁernmental players, maintaining a semblance of stability 
ǂithin �omaniaᅷs party system but also underscoring the challenges of leader-
ship cohesion and intra-party unityᄙ
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